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8 Pentreath's View of Land'’s End

8 Gurnard’s Head, a Pentreath pastel.
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KICHARD Thomas Pentreath would
have had no idea that 200 yvears afler
his birth, his life and work would be

remembered by a bicentennial exhib-
ition in Penlee House Gallery and
Museum in Penzance

He was born in Mousehole a year
after the Battle of Trafalgar, in 1806,
and upon his death, In 1868, was de-
scribed in The Cornish Telegraph as

“a gentleman of unblemished char-

acler greatest as a portrail painter, In
which, among local craftsmen. he had
no eqgual”

A few years later, in the 1880s, his
memory was honoured by a special
exhibition of his work in Penzance

As far as is known the first major
exhibition of Richard Thomas Pen.
treath’s work to be mounted since his
memorial exhibition of 1884, the cur-
rent exhibition in Penlee House paysa
iong overdue tribute to a highly tal
ented artist, “a good hushand, father
and generous friend, beloved by all
who knew him”™, who has been un-
justly ignored for far too long.

A sad state of affairs which has
come about largely, perhaps, because
of the fact that in the late 1850s, after
having lived for almost 30 yvears with
his wife Mary Anne in 16 Chapel
Street, Penzance, where their two
sons Frederick Richard and Richard,
were born. the family left Cornwall
fr.’r IJF.“-F,JI'-J

The son of the schoolmaster and
parish clerk at Mousehole, details of
his early life are, if you'll pardon the
pun, sketchy to say the least

He appears to have begun his work-
ing life as a sign writer and it is known
that he painted two wooden panels at
Trelowarren House that must have
been pretty good for, as the exhibition
booklet, written by Dr Jan Pentreath,
tells us, he was later engaged by Sir
Richard Vyvvan MP owner of
Trelowarren, to travel with him on
the continent and 1o record some of
the places they visited

Whether he received any kind of
formal art tuition or was entirely seif-
taught is not known, but what is cer-
tain is, as the 60 or so works in this
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B Penzance from the Saa

B A munature, believed 10 be a sall-
portrait

exhibition demonstrate so clearly
that Richard Thomas Pentreath
surely a modest man as he rarely
signed his work, was a consummate
artist.

Renowned for his portraits - “his
likenesses were so accurate that he
had no shortage of sitters™ - and his
lithographic prints, many of which
appeamd in such local guidebooks as

Vibert's Views of Penzance (1833) and
JS Courtnev's Guide to Penzance
(1845), he was also a dab hand at
landscapes.

A number of his paste] studies of
Penwith's cliff scenery are outstand-
ing and among the best things in this
exnhibition

The detail in his local landscapes is
extraordinary, pictures that are. in a
way, early photographic records of the
area, much of the joy in this show lies
in identifying the topographical
changes that have occurred since they
were made

An excellent example of this is View
From Madron Carn: an oil on canvas
which was presented to Penlee House
by the Misses Margaret and Una
Thomas in memory of their father
Herbert John Thomas, grandson of
the original owner of Penlee House, it
shows the countryside around Mad-
ron in which the only building of note
15 the Workhouse. and a Penzance in
which its tallest bulldings are its re-
cently bullt Market House (1836) and

B St Michaed's Mount, 1862 in mixed madia.

Modest man and consummate artist

St Marv's Church (1838). Then, m.ﬁ
there 1s his record of Queen Vickoriay
Visit to St Michael's Mount. 1846, Pon-

zance from near Castle Horneck, View

of Penzance from Guilval and another
in similar vein Looking East.
From a portrait of the artist's son

ards of guality achieved

House, but also the fact

gained the highest number of

visitors, that it is a gallery and

seum In which the locals come
is

The prime aim is the promotion of
Cornish calture, and they don't come
more Cornish than Richard Thomas

" Pentreath’

Not be missed in particular
those who live “anound the point™ and
in general by anyone who lives in
Cornwall and appreciates fine art of
the first order, this exhibition by
Mousehole-born Richard Thomas
Pentreath, which is accompanied by a
spiendid selling exhibition of work by
members of the Cornwall Crafts As-
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Gallery and Museum, 10.30am-4.30pm

admission 4pm) -Sat-
urday, until January 6. .
Frank Ruhrmund
@ It should be noted that the gallery
will be closed during the
period, December 2327, and on
ary 1. It should be noted also
7.30pm on Tuesday in Penlee
Dr Jan Pentreath is giving a lecture
the artist. Members £2 and
bers £3. Advance booking essential -
telephone 01736 363625.
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